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cate > en The following compendium of information is based on the interrogation oe 

a number of German medical officers and medical department personnel using as 
sis a questionnaire prepared by Medical Section, 12th Army Group in con- 

ction with this office. ‘twenty questions were propounded and the answers to 

Q ae are consolidated snail In each instance the question is re# 


Qe * Genet cs of wounds are most frequently seen among the German 
| oar eae casuelties? Head? Chest? Abdomen? Extremities? Percentage 
aes of each? 


| Aeelt seemed ta be the concensus of opinion among German medical : 

Pacis st officers that wounds of the extremities are most commons Only | 

cea one would state percentages, indicating that probably fifty per 
eae cent were wounds of the extromities, with casualties in the 


other three categories being equally divided. er indicated 
that chest and head wounds appeared to fe mor nthan abe 
dominal wounds ° y/ a O 73) fy SS 

| (65 Sig 


ae: be Qe-\"Vhat weapons appear to be causing mos oa om ies and what 
eines is tho order of their importance? f 


“Again group of medical officers indicated oR & did Rontimately’ eighty 
per cent of Germon battle casualties arise as a. direct result of 
. * artillery and mortar fire while the remaining twenty per cent were 
Bene due in large part to machine gun and other small arms Sire. 

ae Another medical officer believed that eircraft bombardiuent was 

eG ' especially likely to inflict casualties and placed these as 

“erie excooding casualties from artillery and mortar fire, There was 
apparently no attompt et differentiating between casualties to 

be expected from various types of warfare, and each officer 

bascd his opinion on his own experionce, One officer placed 
bombs as least important since he had encountered these least 
often, One prisoner of war believes that antieporsonnel ar- 
tillery shells have caused most Gorman casualties. He states 

thot such sholls with porcussion fusos are more effective hay ie) 
against mon in fox holes but that when men aro in the opon, a 
time fuses should be used so thet the sholis will burst approx= ow 
imately fittoon feet ovorhead. a, a8 Meecha ve 


¢, QeelWVhat commumicable discases have occurred me significant munbers Brg 
cet . ainong Gorman troops? 


 Ams-WWith tho excoption of the usual amount of respiratory infection Rere 

_ there hes boon apparently no reel discaso problom among troops | ae, 
on the “ostorn front. A considerable amount of dysentery has ae 

been seen usually occurring in small localized outbreaks=«none 
of these has boon considered scrious. Casos of infectious 

- jaundice have boon seon by nearly all medical officers quostioned 

but the disoasc on the Westorn front has nover assumod tho im# 
portance it had on the astorn front. Exanthomatic typhus is 

. mentioned as occurring among Gorman troops on the Bastorn front 
icone vp ko. rhe pagront Saad it: has not pppenres on Rds gies , 


ont in the Se “eae 
S no been. poaiedlacd ‘enone sh wea ile on the Western front. 
) Information from other. sources - indicates that influenza — 

_ has been present in prisoners of. war in the Balken areas and 
that the discase is present among civilians in Southern Germany 
and in Austria. ‘In the latter areas: Ae is Epon neh Ro: be. reaching — 
the epidenie stages aN aes Seven Sua ‘ ote ia 


PRs Fi ; ; ¢ 
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spend is the status of on apiian ae hiont. What classes of 
_ items are in hivdechihans bd shortage? Any substitutes? 


en Supply OA oh Srciatostaed: it was coe agreed ee 
- one of the principal shortages so far in evidence is narcotics, 
especially morphine, codein and the barbiturates. There are, how» 
ever, edoquate quantities of evipan, which is used as an inireraunle. Aes 
anesthetic. Bandages are critically short end considere>lo use is sib ts 
- - madé of mull and paper bandages. Sulfa drugs, including vhe special ne 
German preparation Marfonileprontalbin, heve become jnardasing co A macaT a, oe 
difficult to obtain, lodine has boen largely replaced with a eye: 
_ substitute antisept ic known as Sopsostinktur, which is apparently 
Rb fn! a mercurial proparations Insulin and other types of hormone prepar~ 
amines ations also are in short supply» (Note: Additional shortages that 
are know to exist include ethyl ether, arsenic and bismuth prepar= — 
ations, ointment bases and rubber articles, In addition there is 7 
evidence of a gradual deterioration in the quality of med’ al ine 
_ struments furnished to the German army in the fiold.) 


{ i s 


- Orstthet recent developments in medical treatment or surgical procedures 
as applied to field medicine are considered outstanding? 


Sein ono outstanding developnont which the maja ity of Gorman medical sg 
-° officers attribute to German medicine is the development of tho | eae 
sulfa drugs. ‘hey mention its uso in the treatment of sepsis and 
moningitis. ‘Also mentioned was a polyvalent vaccine marketed under 
the trade name of Viorfachelipfstortf, offective against typhoid, oe 
paratyphoid end cholerae (Soe Medical Intelligcnco Summery No» 16. Dace 
The only surgical procedure mentioned was the rule of the “ormen ti 
“army forbidding closuro of the stump following amputations. German 
modical officers believe that this has boen instrumental in helping ~~ 


to avoid gas gangrone in these casos. If any other achiovements AE al 
exist in the ficld of medicine, ae are unimown to this group of ae 
GOCtOrBs 


n Qraithat troatnent has Bas dovisod for infectious jaundice? 


Aeelo specific treatmont for ‘infectious Gnas is known to any Pw's 
‘who wore questioned. High carbohydrate, high protein and low-fat 
dicts were generally used together with intravonous glucose. 
Drugs mentioned as being useful in the treotment of jaundice were 

as follows: Py gs 


Sa (1) Ceampolon, «- a nonaspocific thorapoutic agont generally 
CS dosignated as a "pick=up" medicines | y 

! (2) Gallontreibo e- 2 cholagogue. | | abe 
(5) Darmdesinfiziormgsnittel “+ intestinal disinfootont. de eae 


re aro the incid@onces: of nouropsychia tric conditions and combat 
i cial sion in tho Gormen army? hothods of trontmont? 


Aw-Al1 P's agree that neuropsychiatric cases aro relatively infreq ent 
in the German army, ‘Many of thom indicate that*they have seen very . 
few cases during their service on the Westorn front, ‘ None.are aware 
of any new methods of treatment. hore is’ some difference of opinion 
as to the prevalence of combat exhaustion. One PW states that it is, 
f requont. and another that it is rare, Severe cases of combat ex-= 
haustion are scnt to reservelazarette but the ma jority are treated - 
within tho army area in an attempt to return them to full duty. . None.° 
of tho Py's were familiar with any new methods: of troatnont ‘or manage~ 
ment of combat exhaustion. “%edation was believed to be the common 


‘ 


approach, 
4 | Q-~lihat are German mothods, procedures ond moans of controlling Louse 
infestetion in military personnel and civilian population? “hat are 
: A hug agonts used? 


4 Be) estbrow ine louse infestution in the Gorman army, the principal 

q | reliance appears to be placed on freyuent physical inspoction and by 

| ae use of steam sterilization of clothing. *ince steam is not always 

available, various types of antielouse powder aro also recommondéd. 
Phowo montionod by PW's woro as follows: Event e: 


VAL ab ca Pudor s s Russia) 
| eee. (2) Dausctum,. 
| | (3) Gites E Fyrothnis 


These powders were described by PW's as boing fairly effes:ivo. Im- 
prognation of clothing was kuown to somo medical officers, who statod 
that a solution of Hnaaace Gi watoe, wae ded for baie. purposd. <Tho | 
duration of offoctivencss of this imprognation is variously’ given as 
from cight days to four months, Several pts. montion tho, uso of an 
oily liquid known as Cuprox (solution of copper sulphato’ in on or- 
ganic solvent) as very effective in climinating lice. Al1 PW's stated 

. that the powders wore not ontirely satisfactory and ono or two suggest: 
that thoy were objectionable. None know of any special, methods of 
control of louse infostation as applicd to the civilian population. 

ne Steam disinfostation is used for civilians, apparontly in combination 

with the verious mothods described above, (Note: Additional anti~ 
louse powdors, which havo boon discovered in captured Gorman modical 
supplics include Poreat and’ Policia. Samples.of all those powders 

-heve becn mado availabio for. “study in tho Unitod Statos.s 


4, Qes'/hot is tho incidonco of tronch foot, immorgion foot and similar con 
. ditions duo to cold sie deampnoss? “het arco the mothods of b Si besa 
ane troatmont? he 


A-eTho Gorman Pits intorrogetvd appoar to havo littic knowledge of truo 

trench foot. Some doscribed a condition duc to infrequont. bathing, 
which rosulted in tho formation of blistors ond pustulos on, tho foot. 
Thoso wore trocted with various antisoptics and ointmonts. Tho .ono 
modical officor who appeared to undorstand what was moant by: tho 
term "trench foot" indicetod thet while tho disonse had boon fairly 
froquont on the Esstorn front, it wes much loss common ‘on tho Vostern 
front, Hc indicatod that it was a common oxporicneo to find that 
individucls proviously affoctod wero morc suscoptiblo to iss. do" - 
volopmont following coxposurde Another modical officor st:.cod his 

ay boliof thet tho small amount of. trcnch foot in tho Gorman army was 

ia duo to the foct thet during tho wintor- months on the Wostorn front, 

- a largo share of thoir fighting had boon in prepared dofensivo’ 

positions.» 


Q--What uso, if ony, is boing mado of captured Y, §, personnel and equip= 
ment in medical installations? 


Aw-All Pits state that full uso is mado of eny U, 5. modical supplies and 
equipment which fall into their hends. Toy aro accepted without 
question end usod on the same 6 taken os German medical supplics. This 
is in contradistinetion to tho Gorman rogulations rogarding cortain 
other captured modicoal motorial, especially that of Italian origin. 
PW's state thet American medical personnel ordinarily are used in the 
care of American wounded, although in times of emergency, all medical 
resources may bo pooled. Another states that while capturc. medical 
personnel are not foreed to work, the majority volmteer. All insist 
that Geneva Yonvention reguletions are lived up to in these matters. 
One PW stetes that American medical personnel in German medical in» 
stallations receive botter treatment than German medical personnel 
in American installations. 


k, Qe-Has trench fever (Wolhynien fever) made its appearance among German 
> troops? Methods of prevention and treatment? 


Ae-None of the P's ouestioned have any knowledge of the appearance of 
trench fever on the Wostern front. It is stated to have occurred on 
the cans front sometimes in severe outbreaks. 


Le Qeethot use, if any, is being made of penicillin in the German army? 
What is the supply status? 


ar ae p's have never heard of penicillin and all agree that none has 
ever been used in the German army. (Note; arly in November 1944 
the Heeresarat (Army Surgeon) of one of the German armies issued a 
secret order to all subordinate medical units. The order stressed 
the importance of capturing penicillin, supposedly for disinfection 
of burns. In addition the order stated that all captured British 
and American medical supplies were to be checked for the peererer of 
penicillin and if any were found it was to be sent to the Army Surgeon 
q by the quickest route. 


M, Q=liow great a shortage of medical officers is the German army now ox~ 

4 periencing? What are the. educational and training qualifl.ations 

we of replacements? +ength of time of medical schooling and medical 
rs curriculum’? 


A-=-There seems to be fairly general agreement that a shortage of trained | 
x 3 medical personnel exists in the Gorman army. hore is some dis» 

; eee agreement as to the actual scriousness of the shortage but the strain 

is apparent from the quality and type of medical officer replacements. 
On a numerical besis front line troops and army medical installations 

appear to heve suffered least, while meny of the general hospitels 


in Germany have suffered moste rom the standpoint of quality, howeve: 


Ap 


the greatest difficulty is being-encountered in obtaining adequate 
replecoments with sound medical and surgical knowledge for work in 
army areas and installations. Many military hospitals in the eich 
are staffed with cia See physicians ond nearly all appear to bo 
short of personnele thore is considereblo disagreement as to tho 
present curriculum in.Serman medical schools, “ll agreo that tho 
course has beon shortened considerably and that it is less efficient. 
The normal Serman curriculum of ten semesters. oovering a period of 
five years has boon mnsiderably shortened, The numbor of semesters 
is stated to have remained approximately the samo but the length of 
each is now betweon three and five months, according to differont 
reports. In some instances tho total elapsed time of formal modical 
education is reducod to as heythe as ais yoarse Interneships are no 


x 
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‘served in ny, "ENG poe in nha army. medical 
while in their universities are in student companies subje 
oe ilitary discipline. “¢ various times between semesters they are | 
required to serve in a army first as soldiers and later as sanitary 
— NCO's and officers. “hen the medical studont first enters the army, 
Poed goes through ordinary infantry training and is then trensferred to: 
the medical service. He goss through the ordinary promotion scale. 
~ af ‘non-commissioned officers and assumes officer status only efter: he® 
_ becomes. a qualified physician. Ranks of medical officers in the. ay 
a their sorresponding Bae SHAY ranks AgG as follows: 


Asnistontanst = Second Pal SELON: 
Oberarzt First Lieutenant. — 
Stabsarzt ss = Captain,’ 
Oberstabserat om Major. — 
. Oberfeldarzt Lioutenant+Colonel. 
3) Obeorstarzt Colonel, 
A | Ueneralarzt. a. Major=fencral. 
ve Tee es - i Aeuberient Genoral. 
9) Gonoraloberstabsarat - Goneral, 


The torm Hilfenrat, is ohtan usod’ in connection with medics” officers 
assigned ‘Go various units. ‘his is not a renk but:an appointment. _ 
Thus, @ surgeon may be only a medical NCO but because of his pro=” 
fessional quilificotions,. he may be the senior surgeon of his mits | 
He is. then called a Hilfsergt but his military powers are only those 
of his military rank, None “None 2.8 tho FW's furnished any information as 
to tho actual ead aplasia An. erman mean Schools. 

tht percentage of casualties are pine? What prope sian are caused 
by (1) white’ phosphorus and (2) flame throwors? Wheat is the German 
method of troatuent of noes bil sede of burns? _ 2 


e ‘Aw-Thore a no agreement among Bit as oe tho relative -porcontages | 6e 
ee burns caused ‘by white phosphorus and flamd throwers. Somo stroessod 
- the frequency of white phosphorus burns while others had troetod only 
flame thrower burns, It was not stoted whether this was due to tho 
type of fighting encountered in different sectors. Burns due to flame 
. throwers wore steted to be generally severe ond painful. Such burns 
were troatod a numbor of different ways, nono of which were given in a 
detail but all of which appear to differ very little from ordinary rie 
thethods of troatmente “annio acid, salvos and pressure bandages 
are mentioned by difforent Pi'sg, No montion was mado of dyos or. of 
tho. use of sulfonemides in any form. . Nono of the PW*'s deseribod — 
treatment oxcept in very genoral torms » In ‘ease of whito pigeecDime 
burns sovoral of the Pus were familiar with the now stendard German 
_ remedy of kaolin in 1 per cont copper sulphote solutions ‘Such. burns 
aro cleaned and burned parts kept moist. with tho copper sulphate 
solution until all particles of white phosphorus have been romovede 
- Other PW's had no knowledge of the use of copper sulphate solution 
re and moroly suggested kooping tho burn moist at all times, (Note: 
The Gorman copper sulphate solution is somowhat woaoker than that’ 
normally omployed’ for the treatment of white phosphorus burns, but. 
ie Ats effectiveness is increased by the addition of a solid to keop: 
_ the solution in contact with the burn for | e. Senter period of vino) 
u\See also para. 1, Penicillin), , Ete ts 


ow DGiloetosiay both Sov propiviante ond troatmont have boon oe 
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Qealnat 4 is the incidence of fas Lovin i le What is the method of treatment? 


per neath P's have little or no Jciowhedae of cna. actual incidence of gas “ 


gangrene. the majority of them, having been engaged in front line 
medicine, have seen rolatively little. in regard to treatment, they 
mention the use of gas gangrene anti=toxin but state thet it is 
frequently used too late and thet radical surgery is the usual treat- 
ment employed, (Note: rom other sources it has been learned that 

gas gangrene is fairly common in German hospitals and that considerable 
dependoney is placed on radical RBPEOFY. in the treatment of the Sati 


Qesl/hat is the incidence of venereal iciewse An te teres army? "het 
are the metnods of control and treatment? 


Aw-No statistics could be given regarding the incidence of venereal disease 
among fermen scldiers except to state that gonorrhea was the most 
frequent end that incidence was usually highest in garrison crease 
These P's could add nothing to what is already known of German 
methods of control. Sulfonamides are used extensively in the benotamel 
of gonorrhea but there have been no new developments in the treatment — 
of syphilis. 


Qeelhat percentage of female personnel in hospitels are graduates of 
recognized schools for nurses’ training? Whet. percentages are nurses! 
aidos, 


E By 


A=-Approximately forty per cent of female nursing personnel are estimated 
to be graduates of recognized nurses! training schoolse the other 
sixty per cent are composed both of nurses’ aides and Red Cross per= 
sonnel although in some instances Red Cross nurses may be classified 
as trained personnel. the German terms generally employed for these 


categories are as follows‘ ‘ 
(1) Kranken Schwestern_ -~ Trained Nurse, 
i Hilfsschwestern — e-- Wurses' Aide, 
(3) Schwestern der DRK ~~ Rod Cross Nurse, 
(4) ‘Krankenhelferinnen ~- Auxiliary Nurses' Aide. 


Qeihat percentage of Gorman medical officers are in purely administra- 
. tive positions? “re medical officers replaced in these positions by 
administrative personnel wherever possible? 3 


AeePw's are generally of the opinion that medical officers are seldom 
used in alge administrative positions except at army level. Most 
believe that every attempt is made to replace medical officurs who are 


in administrative positions. 


Qe=Is the Red Cross brassard and other markings used by American medical 
personnel easily visible to Gorman troops an the line during operations} 


Ae-Red Sross markings on helmets are clearly wbaihie but some pranditie bys 
is oxperienced with the Red ross brassard worn on the arm. The Gers 
mans recently have employed a large piece of material omblazoned with 
Red Crosses which is tied onto the chest, front and back. ‘ome of the 
German officers freely admitted that umder certain conditions of poor 

visibility, inadvertent violations of the Geneva Convention had occurred 
on both sides. 


For the Chief Surgeon: 
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WILLTAM A. HOWARD 

Lt. Cols, Medical Corps 

Chief, Medical Intelligence Br. 
Operations Division 
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